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The Beachwood Community PTO announced two special grants 
for the 2012-2013 school year to fund pedometers for a walking 
program and the purchase of educational “apps” and e-books.

Now in its 14th year, the PTO’s Special Grants program provides 
funding for selected recipients’ projects that are beyond what is 
provided in the school budget to support professional growth 
of school employees, encourage educational excellence through 
creative opportunities, and provide resources for innovative ideas.

The program encourages employees of the Beachwood City 
Schools to utilize innovative approaches for the education of our 
students. A maximum of four grants are awarded annually of up to 
$1,000 each.

PTO grants committee chairwoman Claudia Marmaros presented 
two grants for 2012 to purchase:

• Pedometers that will be used to implement a walking program 
at Bryden Elementary School. The students will be able to 
record data via the “Walk Smart! Active Schools” website.

 Submitted by Kim Nowak, Bryden Elementary School

• Educational “apps” and e-books with an iTunes gift card. The 
educational “apps” will enhance math, literacy, science and 
social studies instruction. E-books will be purchased for use in 
the classroom listening labs.

 Submitted by Michelle Mayer, Bryden Elementary School

Kindergartners Blake Stefan and Avneet Sohi adjust 
to their classroom on the first day of school.

New Hilltop Principal Sherry Miller greets 5th grader 
Tony Jung on the first day of school.

Second graders Polina Lopata  and Joshua Sohn get right to work on the first day of school.

PTO Presents Two Grants for Staff

Two Staff Earn District’s 
Crystal Apple Awards

While the $35.6 million upgrade to Beachwood High School 
will be completed in its entirety in the Fall of 2013, many new 
and renovated sections of BHS were completed during this past 
summer.

The community is invited to attend a public tour on  
Sunday, Oct. 21, 4 pm, at Beachwood High School.

Elementary teacher Grace Wilson and supervisor of buildings 
and grounds Jeffery Smith were honored as the 2012 recipients 
of Beachwood Schools’ Crystal Apple Award. The school district 
administration presents the awards annually to one teaching staff 
member and one non-teaching staff for exemplary service.

“Grace truly enjoys children, and understands and practices the 
true art of teaching,” said Bryden Elementary School Principal 
Christi Bernetich. “She goes above and beyond to make sure her 
students succeed both in the classroom and in their intellectual 
and social growth.”

Wilson has been with Beachwood Schools since 1998 and 
most recently served as gifted/enrichment teacher for Bryden’s 
Kindergarten through second grade students. She is currently a 
fourth grade teacher at Hilltop Elementary School.

Smith joined the district in 2005 and oversees Beachwood Schools’ 
maintenance, grounds and safety operations. In presenting 
Smith’s award, Beachwood Schools Superintendent Dr. Richard 
A. Markwardt noted that his work ethic is exemplary and that he 
always gives more than 100 percent.

“Jeff’s already countless hours and tireless efforts have been even 
greater during the high school renovation project, particularly 
during these summers months to have the high school building 
open in time for school,” Markwardt said.

“The Presidential Campaign That Should Have Been:  A Hopeless 
Political Fantasy?”
The Beachwood Elderclass was established in 1990 by the 
Beachwood Board of Education to afford mature residents an 
opportunity for stimulating learning and entertainment, with 
excellent luncheons.

Monthly programs are free and open to the public, and are held 
in the Beachwood High School auditorium. Lunches are catered at 
The Bistro by BHS’s culinary arts program, and are $5 for Beachwood 
residents and $8 for nonresidents, space-permitting. Elderclass 
programs are held on either the second or fourth Thursdays of 
each month.

This year, lunches will be served in the Beachwood Bistro at 11:30 
am, with programs to follow at 12:30 pm in the auditorium. Shuttle 
buses will pick up guests in the BHS parking lot and transport them 
to the main entrance beginning at 11 am, and return guests to 
their cars following the program.

The first Elderclass program takes place Thursday, Oct. 25, and 
features noted historian and political scientist, Jerry Graham, who 
will address the 2012 Presidential campaign. Please register by 

Sunday, Oct. 21, 4 pm at Beachwood High School

Beachwood Elderclass Opens Season with Jerry Graham

using the flyer you will receive in the mail. If you are not registered to 
receive Elderclass monthly program flyers, please contact Marlene 
Dunger at the Beachwood Board of Education, 216-464-2600.

Additional program dates for 2012-2013 are Nov. 8, Jan. 24, Feb. 14, 
March 14, April 11 or 25, and May 9.

• New performing arts addition
• 7-classroom section of the new 

humanities classroom wing
• New 1,900-square-foot visual 

arts classroom

TOUR THE BEACHWOOD HIGH SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION PROJECT

Completed portions of BHS include:

• Completely renovated science and 
math wing

• New mechanical and HVAC systems
• New 21,371-square-foot south 

gymnasium addition


